Embajadores culturales 

(Cultural Ambassadors)
Culture is embedded in all languages, influencing the form of the language and its dialects.  But what is culture?  If we take the definition offered by Merriam-Webster, culture is “the set of shared attitudes, values, goals, and practices that characterizes an institution, organization or group.”  Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary.  2009. <http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/culture>
As we journey on our discovery of the Spanish language, we will spend considerable time looking at the Hispanic cultures that shape it; the cultures of Spain and Latin America.  To this end, each of you will act as embajadores culturales researching the practices of three Hispanic cultures.  
At the beginning of every chapter, Entrada al Capítulo, you will find the section, ¡Conozca…!  This feature of Dos mundos: En breve (4th edition) offers a cultural glimpse of various Spanish-speaking countries.  Each student will be responsible for finding one internet website with relevant cultural information for three Hispanic countries/cultures.  Students will choose three of the following options: 
· Capítulo 1 – Cuba  OR  Capítulo 2 – Ecuador
· Capítulo 3 – los Estados Unidos (EEUU)
· Capítulo 4 – Guatemala  OR  Capítulo 5 – Venezuela 
*Note for los Estados Unidos (EEUU), students will look for cultural information regarding one of the four Hispanic groups mentioned in, “La presencia vital de los hispanos” (pp. 136-137): los mexicoamericanos o chicanos; los puertorriqueños; los cubanos; o los centroamericanos (que incluyen personas de Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica o Panamá.)
Although it is possible to explore numerous cultural aspects for each country, food, music, art, film, literature, dance, sports, etc., for the purpose of this assignment, postings will be limited to one internet website for each of the following categories: a) el arte, b) la comida, and c) la música o el baile.  The three posted links will be graded on a credit/no credit basis and will be worth approximately 27% of your overall Assignments grade.
Lastly, students are to post a link to the website they find on Blackboard (on the Discussion Board) by the due dates listed on the Assignment sheets, for example, Capítulo 1 – Cuba is due by noon on Monday, 9/28/09*.  Your instructor will start the discussion with some basic information regarding the country and students will add their links along with a brief description of what the link contains (written in Spanish or English).  

*Note: Due dates are by noon on the day prior to the introduction of the chapter/country in class.  
